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of imposing hath so great a trust in it ... that it hath ever
heen ranked among those rights of sovereign power. Then is
there no further question to be made but to examine where the
sovereign power is in this kingdom; for there is the right of
imposition.

The sovereign power is agreed to be in the King; hut in the
King is a twofold power; the one in parliament, as he is
assisted with the consent of the whole state; the other out of
parliament, as he is sole and singular, guided merely by his o^ra
will. And if of these two poweis in the King one is greater
than the other, and can direct and control the other, that is
supremo, potestas, the sovereign power, and the other is sub-
ordinata.

It will then be easily proved, that the power of the King in
parliament is greater than his power out of parliament, and
doth rule and control it; for if the King make a grant by his
letters patents out of parliament, it bincleth him and his suc-
cessors ; but by bis power in parliament he may defeat and
avoid it, and therefore that is the greater power. If a judgment
be given in the King's Bench by the King himself, as may he
and by the law is intended, a writ of error to reverse this
judgment may be sued before the King in parliament... So
you see the appeal is from the King out of parliament, to the
King in parliament: ... for in acts of parliament, be they laws,^
grounds or whatsoever else, the act and power is the King's, but
with the assent of the Lords and Commons, which maketh ifc
the most sovereign and supreme power above all and con-
trollable by none. Besides this right of imposing, there be
others in the kingdom of the same nature. As the power to
make laws; the power of naturalization; the power of erection
of arbitrary government; the power to judge without appeal;
the power to legitimate, all which do belong to the King only
in parliament ...

It hath been alleged that those which in this cause have
enforced their reasons from this maxim of ours, that the King
cannot alter the law, have diverted from the question. I say under
favour they have not, for that in effect is the very question no-w-
in hand. For if he alone out of parliament may impose, he
altereth the law of England ia one of these two main fundamental